
The African Writers Academy (AWA) 

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT



1 

The African Writers Academy (AWA) 
Editorial Policy 

Our purpose is to present short position papers that will develop 
greater awareness on areas of development in Africa. In essence we 
plan to stimulate the collection and facilitate the dissemination of 
information about development, present discussions and debates 
involving critical appraisals of proposals relating to development and to 
stimulate and sponsor investigations of issues incident to development 
in Africa. We feel that the most critical need is a communication 
system that is necessary to stimulate thought and assist in the 
enrichment of idealism that pertains to development in Africa. 

Our editorial policy is to publish that which is relevant to development 
in Africa. 

Papers will be accepted for publication on the basis of quality, clarity of 
exposition and contribution to understanding development in Africa. 

Submissions of Manuscripts 
Manuscripts should be submitted to: 

The Editor 
Ilitha Publishers 
The African Writers Academy 
480 Essenhout Lane 
Lynnwood, Tshwane 
0081, Gauteng Province 
Republic of South Africa 

Email: awa@ilithapublishers.co.za 
Website: www.ilithapublishers.co.za

mailto:awa@ilithapublishers.co.za
http://www.ilithapublishers.co.za/
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS 

Submission of Manuscripts 
All articles must be submitted in English or 
French. Please supply simple text files (i.e. not 
formatted for page layout), and keep all notes at 
the end of the article. 

Manuscripts Specification 
Articles must not exceed 20 pages or 5000 
words in length. Manuscripts should be typed on 
one side of the paper only, double-spaced and 
with wide (1-1½”) margins. All pages should be 
numbered at the centre of a page. All pages of 
the manuscript must be the same size. 

A separate title page should be included, to show 
the title of the article, first name, initial(s) and 
last name of the author(s). 

Text. Paragraphs should be typed in justified 
alignment and should not be long. A space 
should be kept open between paragraphs. 

Quotations. Short quotations are incorporated in 
text and enclosed by double quotation marks 
followed by a page number. Longer quotations of 
35 words or more should be indented from the 
text as a free block with no quotation marks 
followed by a page number. 

Reference. Reference should be cited in the text 
in the usual way, thus: Mboya (2006). If the work 
has two authors, always cite names every time a 
reference occurs in the text, e.g., Marjoribanks 
and Mboya (1997). If the work has three or more 
authors cite their names first in the text, e.g., 
Shavelson, Hubner and Stanton (1976), if they 
occur subsequently use Shavelson et al., (1976). 
More than one paper by the same authors 
published in the same year should be 
distinguished by using a, b, after the date in both 
text and list, e.g., 1989a. 

Reference. The list of references should always 
be at the end of the paper in strict alphabetic 
order, using the following formats: 

1. Journal Articles 
Mboya, M.M. (1989). The relative importance of 
global self-concept and self-concept of academic 
ability in predicting academic achievement. 
Adolescence, XXIV, 39–46. 

Watkins, D., Akande, A., & Mpofu, E. (1994). The 
assessment of learning processes: An African 
perspective. Ife Psychologia, 2, 1-18. 

2. Books 
Mwamwenda, T.S. (1989). Educational 
psychology. An African perspective. Durban: 
Butterworths. 

Lipka, R.P., & Brinthaupt, J. (Eds.)(1992). Self- 
perspectives across the lifespan. New York: 
State University of New York Press. 

3. Articles in Books 
Bronfenbrenner, U. (1994). Ecological models of 
human development. In T. Husen, & T.N. 
Postlethwanite (Eds.). The international 
encyclopaedia of education (pp. 1643-1647). 
Oxford: Pergamon. 

Tables should be presented on separate sheets 
numbered consecutively as Table 1, Table 2, etc. 
They should appear at the end of the article and 
should carry short descriptive titles. Their 
position within the text should be clearly 
indicated. 

For example: Insert Table 1, about here 

Figures should be of a reproducible standard, 
clearly numbered, and accompanied by 
explanatory numbered captions typed on a 
separate sheet. They should appear at the end of 
the article. Their position within the text should 
be clearly indicated. 

For example: Insert Figure 1, about here 

Assessment procedures. Articles are subject to 
the usual process of anonymous review. Articles 
are read by two people, in addition to the 
Editor(s). 

Proofs will be sent to the author(s) for checking 
and correction. They should be returned as soon 
as possible. 

Editorial Address 
Ilitha Publishers 
480 Essenhout Lane 
Lynnwood 
0081 
Gauteng 
Republic of South Africa 
Email: the_editor@ilithapublishers.co.za 
Website: www.ilithapublishers.co.za
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AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 
BLACK ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT 

MZOBZ MBOYA 

President Zuma in his State of the Nation address said, “… we 

undertook to work harder to build a strong developmental state … 

that responds to the needs and aspirations of the people” (11 

February 2010, p.7). The question is, how does a developmental 

state (one that focuses on commitment, goodwill, sacrifice and 

respect for human dignity) relate to African development with 

special reference to Black Economic Empowerment in South Africa? 

This paper attempts to address Black Economic Empowerment 

within a developmental state and within the broader debate on 

African development. 

The ANC-led government needs to facilitate the development of a 

reimagined framework that reconciles economic empowerment with 

African development in the twenty-first century. The new approach 

should harmonize the practices of economic empowerment with the 

practices of ubuntu. Otherwise, if the principles and practices of 

economic empowerment reign in the absence of the principles and 

practices of ubuntu, all Africans will ultimately suffer, elites and
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masses alike. There is obviously nothing inherently ‘anti- 

liberationist’ about pursuing economic empowerment. Likewise, 

economic empowerment is not inherently at odds with African 

development. The challenge before the ANC-led government is to 

facilitate a framework for advancing both simultaneously in a 

mutually reinforcing manner. 

Creating such a framework is exactly the type of initiative 

enlightened governments should take.  It is the role of the 

government to help put society on a course for pursuing a greater 

good for longer term stability. Individuals and companies, when left 

to their devices in market-oriented societies, will intensely pursue 

short-term private gains while doing long-term harm to the broader 

society.  Enlightened governments construct frameworks within 

which individuals and companies can pursue private gains, which, in 

the end, contribute to greater stability for overall social development 

and private gains. 

It is worth revising the meaning of the term development. 

Development is a process that enables human beings to 

realize their potential, build self-confidence and lead lives of 

dignity and fulfillment. Development has to be an effort of, 

by and for the people. Development has to be people- 

centered; the improvement of the social and economic well 

being of the people. Development is based on self-reliance
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and is a self-directed process (The Report of the South 

Commission, 1990). 

During apartheid and colonialism, elites and masses of the 

oppressed saw their fate as inextricably linked, which enabled them 

to easily see the necessity of working together for their common 

good. Regrettably, in post-apartheid, which is frequently experienced 

in any form of post-oppression era, interactions between elites and 

the masses tend to atrophy and exist only superficially because 

elites no longer see their fate tied to the masses (This practice or 

reality existed in most African countries immediately after 

colonialism). Profit motive and the desire to own properties are 

considered more important than the general welfare of the people. 

Elites, through their actions are saying, “what can the masses 

possibly do for me?” The masses, on the other hand, are sliding into 

a schizophrenic attitude by both hating the elites for their decadent 

opulence while at the same time envying their lifestyle. The masses 

also begrudge the elites because their newfound wealth would not 

have been possible without the broad-based mobilization of the 

masses. 

Elites have two lessons to learn about this relationship, one positive 

and the other negative. Elites need a better appreciation of how 

improving the quality of life for the poor can be good for business.  A 

better educated and healthier workforce is capable of contributing
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more to the bottom line of their businesses. Moreover, infrastructure 

expansion and wider service delivery means more business for 

corporations.  As for lessons on the negative side, failure to convince 

the poor that they have a meaningful stake in society and failure to 

actually improve their life chances could trigger a national rebellion 

by people convinced that they have nothing to lose by bringing down 

society.  In that case, what would be the value of elite’s property? 

We need intellectual giants who can see beyond their immediate 

interests and the next business cycle.  It is the role of enlightened 

governments, the educated elite, elder statesmen and stateswomen 

and the people to craft reimagined frameworks for advancing both 

economic empowerment and African development in the twenty-first 

century. 

A fundamental point to remember is that development is an ongoing 

process.  Hence, the process of development does not end when 

colonialism or apartheid ends. As long as the stunted growth of 

individuals and the masses remains, which was established in 

oppression, the process of development is to continue as an 

implacable force. Ending the immediate oppression is only the first 

half of the battle, the other half involves overcoming the damage 

caused by oppression.  Just as it was both necessary and beneficial 

for elites and the masses to work together to end the oppression, it 

is also both necessary and beneficial for both elites and the masses 

to work together to overcome the damage caused by oppression.
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We need leaders to clarify that the twenty-first century African 

economic empowerment and African development are not irrelevant 

to one another. In fact, the two are mutually reinforcing. Frameworks 

for conducting businesses can be formulated in a manner that 

grows businesses and enhances their success by serving more of 

the needs of the people, thereby eliminating the damage cause by 

oppression. 

BLACK ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT: A South African Experience 

Is Black Economic Empowerment following the same trend that 

African countries have gone through after colonialism or have the 

colonial (apartheid) and economic structures simply changed hands 

to a few Black individuals? We have to honestly admit that apartheid 

colonialism has, indeed, left an embarrassing gulf between 

superfluous wealth and abject poverty. 

Black Economic Empowerment needs to be reimagined; its 

reimagination should reflect the sentiments expressed above 

regarding the pursuit of business in a manner that simultaneously 

eliminates the damage caused by colonialism and apartheid. This is 

one area where China might provide a constructive example. The 

Chinese were oppressed and humiliated by foreign powers, but, 

through fits and starts, and from errors followed by corrections, 

elites and the masses united enough to end palpable oppression
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and humiliation. Now, in the more recent decades of the post- 

oppression period, the developmental process continues by undoing 

the oppression-induced damage to the masses. Economic elites are 

busily pursuing their wealth while increasing the standard of living of 

the masses, thereby undoing the damage of oppression and 

humiliation. 

In less than a generation, the Chinese lifted more of their citizens 

out of suffering and grinding poverty than exist in all of North 

America. Their government formulated a framework that may have 

been right for their society so that economic empowerment could be 

directed and mobilized to build the infrastructure and serve the 

needs of the masses. While such a general framework has universal 

applicability, the specifics must be tweaked based on the historical, 

cultural, political and economic peculiarities of a given society in its 

post-oppression phase. 

The indigenous elite’s dealings with the majority in the post- 

apartheid era have, so far, been restricted and superficial. Elites 

are too quick to condemn the masses who demonstrate against 

either the altogether absence or grossly ineffective service delivery; 

these demonstrators are simply seeking to improve their well being. 

The condemnation is often traceable back to a twofold-style 

individualization. One form stems from the view that it is the fault of 

individual members of the masses for being in their predicament.
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“Apartheid is over now, you can no longer blame the system for your 

poverty”, too many members of the elite contend. Structural 

limitations are downplayed while perceived individual shortcomings 

are elevated front and center. The second form of individualization 

reflects the fact that individual members of the elite are too eager to 

simply wallow in their own good fortune and turn a blind eye toward 

the suffering masses. As long as members of the elite and their 

immediate family and close coterie of friends are in good wealth 

standings, the plight of the masses may be as irrelevant to them as 

the weather on another planet. 

Unfortunately, Black Economic Empowerment, as it has been 

practiced to date, does not serve to develop or enrich the quality of 

life of the masses but rather simply further enslave them for the 

benefit of a few privileged individuals. The existence of a structure 

and a culture where one person can become a multimillionaire while 

millions starve is totally inhumane. The salaries elites pull down as 

head of organizations (R2, 3, 4 million per year) when there are 

people who do not know what they will eat in a day should be 

criminal. This form of economic empowerment has the profit motive 

and the desire for richness exalted well above the general welfare of 

the people. 

A reimagined economic empowerment, on the other hand, can be 

conceived as a continuation of the developmental agenda and
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project. Economic empowerment has to be reimagined such that 

elites are accumulating profits only as a result of establishing and 

improving service delivery to the masses. This newly reimagined 

framework calls for both a structural and a cultural shift. Such 

reimaginated approaches to social and economic life does not 

happen serendipitously. Instead, enlightened governments and 

statesmen and stateswomen institute statutes, programmes and 

incentives for wealth to be pursued exclusively through the provision 

of tangible and demonstrable gains in service delivery to the 

masses. In other words, governments can lay down specific metrics 

and markers that economic empowerment enterprises could meet 

to demonstrate their expansion and improvement of service delivery 

to the masses. Statutes, programmes and disincentives can also be 

implemented to discourage and severely punish those pursuing 

economic empowerment in a manner that prevents or undermines 

such delivery. As these activities happen over time, a new culture 

arises such that the developmental agenda and project continue as 

both the needs and goals of both the elites and the masses are 

being served. 

The ANC as an organization and leader in government could learn 

from what Amilcar Cabral once said, that a developmental 

movement is the political (economic and social) expression (vehicle) 

of the people. In other words, a people-oriented organization should 

reflect, on a day-to-day basis, the political, economic and social
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aspirations of the majority and not serve the interests of the elite or 

the few.  It should reflect also the total journey: hurt, blood, past, 

present and future of development. In other words, it should reflect 

both the oppression-phase and the post-oppression phases of the 

ongoing developmental agenda and project. 

The call that Frantz Fanon once echoed has relevance today: “ … if 

we want humanity to advance a step further … we must invent and 

we must make discoveries … we must turn over a new leaf, we must 

work out new concepts, and we must try to set afoot a new 

(humanity).” Where are the inventions, the discoveries, the new 

concepts that will facilitate the movement towards social and 

economic development (a realization of a new humanity) that is 

needed in South Africa and in the continent? We desperately need 

that reimagined framework of economic empowerment through 

service delivery. It is impossible to complete the post-development 

project without it. Without the reimagined framework, the masses 

inevitably and immediately suffer as has been and is being 

witnessed.  However, over time, if that reimagined framework does 

not appear, the masses could understandably take action, thereby 

truncating the economic engine from continuing to benefit the elites. 

It will matter very little to a shack dweller, the unemployed and 

landless individual whether or not his or her country is self-sufficient 

economically, if the profits of this self-sufficiency will only go to give
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luxuries to a few. A reimagined economic empowerment framework 

around service delivery is the only way forward for South Africa and 

the continent. In other words, any reimagined framework instituted 

must involve and be seen to display a sincere change of structures 

in order to create a better world that responds to the welfare of the 

people (a people oriented society). Under such conditions the 

fountain of humanity will not run dry. 

We might dub it, ‘Black Economic Empowerment—People!’ What 

‘BEE-People!’ conveys is that Black Economic Empowerment comes 

from serving the needs of the people or the masses. It reflects the 

reimagined pursuit of economic empowerment from advancing the 

welfare of the masses in society. And with the acronym, “BEE” in 

front of the word “people” reinforces the notion to being social. And 

the italicization of ‘people’ means that it is society that is to be 

emphasized, not economic empowerment for economic 

empowerment sake. Men and women are to pursue economic 

empowerment through the tangible and demonstrable service of the 

masses of society. Hence, BEE-People!


